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ROTARY CLUB OF NEW ORLEANS RIVERBEND ESL PROGRAM 

“Greetings and Welcome to the USA” 

INTRODUCTION 

1 READER #2: WRBH 88.3 FM presents English as a Second Language 

lessons, in partnership with the Rotary Club of New 

Orleans Riverbend.  A transcript of each lesson may be 

found on our website, www.WRBH.org/ESL and downloaded to 

your computer or mobile device, and printed for you to 

follow along.  ESL programming on WRBH is made possible 

in part by a grant from the Rotary Foundation.  Visit 

www.nolarotary.org to learn more about Rotary.  This 

episode is: "Greetings and Welcome to the USA.” 

LESSON ONE: DIALOGUE 

2 READER #1: Welcome to our program!  Many people in the United 

States wish to improve their English skills.  Many 

people who live in the United States today came here 

from abroad, as immigrants.  Other persons were born in 

the United States, but may wish to improve their 

English.  Let’s meet some of the people who might like 

to learn English with us now. 

3 READER #2: Hello.  My name is Anastasia. 
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4 READER #1: Hello, Anastasia.  Where are you from? 

1 READER #2: I was born in San Francisco, California. 

2 READER #1: If you were born in the United States, you are an 

American citizen!  Why do you need help to learn English 

as a Second Language? 

3 READER #2: Although I was born in the United States, my parents are 

from Belarus, and speak Russian.  I spoke Russian at 

home with them until I was 14.  I still feel like I need 

to work on my English. 

4 READER #1: Hello.  My name is Hector. 

5 READER #2: Hello, Hector.  Where are you from? 

6 READER #1: I have lived in New Orleans for many years, but I was 

not born here.  I was born in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, in 

Central America.  There are many people from Honduras 

who live in New Orleans.  At one time, New Orleans was 

called the “largest Honduran city” in the United States.  

Most people from Honduras speak Spanish to each other.  

We do not often practice English.  I would like to 

continue improving my English. 

7 READER #2: Hector, why do you wish to improve your English? 
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8 READER #1: I think that being able to speak English will help me to 

get better jobs in our city.  By only speaking Spanish, 

I cannot talk with many people who might give me work. 

9 READER #2: Hello, my name is Cindy. 

1 READER #1: Hello, Cindy.  Where are you from? 

2 READER #2: I was born in New Orleans, but my parents are originally 

from Vietnam. 

3 READER #1: That is very far from New Orleans! 

4 READER #2: Yes it is.  Many Vietnamese people came to New Orleans 

as refugees after 1975. 

5 READER #1: Today, Vietnamese people in New Orleans are an important 

part of our community. 

6 READER #2: That is true.  There are many Vietnamese businesses, 

such as restaurants and bakeries, in New Orleans.  

People in New Orleans have become used to eating 

Vietnamese food, and celebrating Vietnamese holidays. 

7 READER #1: Do Vietnamese people in New Orleans learn English? 

8 READER #2: The older generation mainly speaks Vietnamese.  Many of 

the younger generation speak English at school, but when 

they return home, they often speak only Vietnamese.  

With more practice, I think I can be truly bilingual and 

work in both a Vietnamese and an English workplace. 
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LISTENING COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 1 

  Answer the following questions to see if you were able 

to follow along with the dialogue.  The answers will be 

listed at the end of the transcript. 

 1 Where was Anastasia born? 

 2 What language did she speak with her parents? 

 3 What country is Hector from? 

 4 Why does Hector wish to improve his English? 

 5 Where are Cindy’s parents from? 

 6 What kind of businesses does Cindy’s community run? 

LESSON TWO: GREETINGS EXERCISE 

1 READER #2: The United States of America is a nation made up of both 

immigrants and a native population of indigenous 

peoples.  These many different people who have come 

together to live in the United States have many 

different religions, customs, and traditions.  As they 

come together in this new country, the customs of many 

people blended into new social greetings. 

2 READER #1 Like the United States, the city of New Orleans is made 

up of many diverse people.  New Orleans is known for its 

many neighborhoods.  Within its neighborhoods, people 

like to greet each other, whether walking on the street, 
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meeting each other at the market, or at a civic 

function. 

3 READER #2 Let’s review some common greetings in English.  As we 

do, let’s discuss some of the challenges in speaking 

formally or informally in English. 

  Some languages, such as Japanese, have specific sets of 

polite or formal language.  Other languages, such as 

Spanish, have verb conjugations and tenses to show 

honorifics or politeness.  However, English does not 

have a specific set of words or tenses that denote 

changes for formality. 

1 READER #1 When we meet someone for the first time, we often will 

greet them formally.  Common English greetings are: 

2 READER #2 General greetings (Formal) 

  Hello! 

  How are you? 

  How are you doing? 

  How is everything? 

  I trust that all is well with you. 

3 READER #1 When you have gotten to know someone, it is common in 

English to be less formal than you would be in speaking 

to them for the first time.  These greetings may seem 
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similar, but using an informal tone with a person shows 

friendship. 

4 READER #2 Common informal greetings in English are: 

  General greetings (Informal) 

  Hi. 

  What’s up? 

  Good to see you. 

  How are things (with you)? 

  How’s it going? 

1 READER #1 Sometimes, we have a chance to meet someone we have not 

seen for a long time.  In this case, there are other 

greetings that might be used.  

2 READER #2 Greeting a person you haven’t seen for a long time 

(Formal) 

  It has been a long time. 

  It’s been too long since we’ve met! 

  What have you been up to all these years? 

  It’s always a pleasure to see you. 

  How long has it been? 

  I’m so happy to see you again. 
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3 READER #1 Finally, here are some informal greetings for meeting 

someone for the first time in a long time. 

  Greeting a person you haven’t seen for a long time 

(Informal) 

  How come I never see you? 

  It’s been such a long time. 

  Long time no see. 

  Where have you been hiding? 

  It’s been ages since we last met. 

LESSON THREE:  DIALOGUE 

1 READER #1 After we have greeted someone, we try to get to know 

them better. 

2 READER #2 New Orleans is a very friendly city.  People enjoying 

making new friends, and learning about the cultures and 

interests of new people. 

3 READER #1 A good way to begin learning about new people are to 

discuss your interests and hobbies.  Let’s listen to new 

neighbors talk about their interests. 

4 READER #2: Hi, it’s nice to meet you.  I enjoy the city of New 

Orleans because it is famous for music.  I enjoy music 

of all kinds. 
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5.  READER #1: It’s nice to meet you too.  I also enjoy music!  I 

particularly enjoy listening to opera, choral music, and 

classical music!  Is that what you meant? 

6 READER #2: No, not exactly!  I listen to music like salsa, calypso, 

and also some rap and reggae, things like that. 

7 READER #1: OH! I didn’t think about those kinds of music.  I do not 

listen to them very much!  But it IS true that New 

Orleans is very famous for its music history! 

8 READER #2 When I knew that I was going to move to New Orleans, the 

first I thought of the city was of Louis Armstrong. 

1 READER #1 He was a very famous native of New Orleans, and one of 

the great pioneers of jazz music. 

2 READER #2 New Orleans has many clubs and venues where jazz and 

other live music may be heard.  I am always excited when 

I have the chance to watch talented musicians 

performing. 

3 READER #1 Perhaps you are musically talented yourself? 

4 READER #2 I wish! No, I just enjoy hearing live music performed 

well, but I do not have any musical talent of my own.  

What about you?  Do you also like to hear music live? 

5 READER #1 I do like music.  I don’t often get the chance to hear 

opera performed live, but I do listen to it on the 
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radio.  I also try to go and listen to the symphony play 

at least once a year.  I always enjoy the performances 

around the holiday season. 

6 READER #2 Oh!  So do you ever go to the many music festivals we 

have in New Orleans?  There is the famous jazz festival, 

in the spring, but also there are many other festivals 

year-round, which celebrate other types of music. 

7 READER #1 I have gone to some of the festivals in the past, but 

some of them are very expensive now!  It is almost as 

expensive as going to a football game! 

8 READER #2 Do you go to many football games? 

1 READER #1 I cannot afford to go to many football games, although I 

always try to go once or twice in a year.  I certainly 

enjoy watching the games with friends.  Many of my 

friends will get together, cook, and watch the game 

together.  Do you usually watch football? 

2 READER #2 Actually, I have never watched an American football game 

before. 

3 READER #1 You have never watched a football game?! 

4 READER #2 I have never watched an American football game.  

Football in my country is played very differently.  The 

rules of the American football game are too confusing 

for me. 
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5 READER #1 Oh, I see.  You watch soccer! 

6 READER #2 Yes, Americans call it soccer, but we call it football. 

7 READER #1 Did you often watch soccer before you came to the United 

States? 

8 READER #2 I would watch our national team when we would play in 

the World Cup.  Everyone watches soccer when it is a 

major international match! 

9 READER #1 Soccer is played in America, too. 

10 READER #2 Yes, but it does not seem as popular here.  There are 

not as many crowds watching the game as would be 

watching it in my country, and also, the game is not 

often on the television or the radio. 

1 READER #1 That’s true.  But I think you would like American 

football if you gave it a try.  Why not come to my home 

this weekend to watch the football game? 

2 READER #2 Well, I don’t know.  I would feel nervous, being around 

people that I don’t know.  And of course, I don’t know 

anything about American football. 

3 READER #1 But if you are in my home, you will know me.  Then you 

will get to know some new people, but you won’t be so 

nervous.  Even if you don’t know anything about the 

American football, you can still enjoy some good food.  
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With good food and good people, it won’t matter if you 

don’t know much about the game. 

4 READER #2 I’m not sure.  Let me think about it. 

5 READER #1 Of course.  But just so that you can join us if you 

wish, here is my phone number and the address to my 

house.  If you have trouble finding it, just call me. 

5 READER #2 Okay.  Thank you very much. 

6 READER #1 It’s nothing!  I hope we will see you this weekend! 

LESSON FOUR: LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

7 READER #1 The United States of America is often called either the 

United States, or America.  Both names are used to refer 

to the same country on the continent of North America, 

located between Canada and Mexico. 

1 READER #2 There have been indigenous people living in this part of 

the world for many thousands of years.  However, the 

establishment of the United States as a separate country 

is only a relatively short period of time. 

2 READER #1 Many nations in Europe began to send adventurers, 

explorers, and settlers into North America during the 

1600s.  They began to establish colonies for themselves 

in North America, regardless of the native peoples 

already living there. 
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3 READER #2 Great Britain was one of the nations with the largest 

colonies in North America, and the story of the United 

States begins with a revolt of those colonies against 

Great Britain. 

4 READER #1 The American Revolution was a war of independence fought 

by those living in the 13 colonies of North America 

against Great Britain.  Those living in the colonies 

were angry about taxes the British were forcing them to 

pay.  People felt taxes were unfair, because they had no 

voice in the British parliament. 

5 READER #2 One such tax was the stamp tax, which taxed printed 

materials such as newspapers.  The colonists called this 

"taxation without representation". Colonists who wanted 

freedom from English rule were known as Patriots, and 

those who supported British rule were known as 

Loyalists. 

1 READER #1 Before war broke out, there were many protests.  One 

protest was called the Boston Tea Party, when people 

living in Boston boarded British ships and dumped 342 

chests of tea into the harbor, because of a tea tax.   

2 READER #2 On April 19, 1775, the first shots were fired in the 

cities of Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, which 

officially started the war. 
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3 READER #1 Many people were involved in the struggle for American 

independence.  These early patriots are sometimes called 

the “Founding Fathers.”  Their names are still commonly 

seen in the United States, on street signs or public 

buildings.  Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and 

John Adams worked together to write the Declaration of 

Independence.  On July 4, 1776, patriots declared 

themselves free.  Most people know George Washington was 

the first president of the United States.  Before that, 

he was the commander in chief of the patriot army. Most 

of the battles in the American Revolution were fought in 

the northeast in places near Boston, and New York. 

4 READER #2 The British, known as “redcoats” because of their red 

uniform jackets, had help from German mercenary soldiers 

called Hessians.  American patriots had support from 

other Europeans, such as France and Spain.  France 

entered the American Revolution on the side of the 

colonists in 1778.  This helped force the British 

surrender at Yorktown, Virginia, in 1779.  However, 

fighting would not formally end until 1783, with the 

Treaty of Paris, when Great Britain recognized the 

United States as an independent nation. 

1 READER #1 The “Fourth of July” is the United States' celebration 

of its independence from England.  It is the day the 
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Declaration of Independence was adopted by the new 

country's forefathers, and is a national holiday.  It 

has been celebrated every year since 1776.  Americans 

hold this day as one of the its most important holidays 

in the year. 

2 READER #2 Independence Day celebrations include firework shows 

that are held by various organizations throughout the 

country.  These shows are often held at stadiums, 

recreational parks, and sometimes at private homes.  

Firework shows are often organized by civic bodies and 

placed at stadiums or large public parks, where they 

attract a large number of people.  This is a recent 

change in the way Americans celebrate the day.  In the 

past, most people bought their own fireworks from 

vendors who sold their goods in supermarket parking lots 

or small storefronts. 

1 READER #1 The reason many cities no longer allow the sale or use 

of fireworks is because of the fire hazards they pose.  

This is why the large, professional celebrations at 

stadiums and parks have become popular in recent years. 

Of course, many people still celebrate at home.  There 

are some cities where sales and use of fireworks are 

still legal, and many Americans take full advantage of 

this. 
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2 READER #2 Another Fourth of July tradition is the backyard 

barbeque.  The holiday occurs in the middle of summer, 

and Americans love to grill outdoors to avoid the heat 

inside the house.  Hamburgers and hot dogs are the food 

of choice, but steaks are also prepared often.  There is 

nothing better than a great American meal and a cold 

drink celebrating the Fourth of July.  It is a popular 

holiday, and it is one that has great meaning to most 

Americans. 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 2 

  Answer the following questions to see if you were able 

to follow along with the dialogue.  The answers will be 

listed at the end of the transcript. 

 1 How many colonies did America have when it fought its 

War of Independence? 

 2 Why were American colonists angry at Great Britain? 

 3 What color uniforms did the British wear? 

 4 What cities in Massachusetts did the first battles take 

place in? 

 5 Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and John Adams 

together wrote what document? 

 6 What type of shows are popular on July the 4th? 
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LESSON FIVE:  EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES IN AMERICA 

1 READER #1 America is known as the land of opportunity, where a 

person can achieve anything they put their mind to, no 

matter who they are.  Thousands of people immigrate to 

the United States every year from different parts of the 

world to have access to these kinds of opportunities.  

This is what is known as "the American dream".  One of 

the reasons America is a great country is the diversity 

of people who come to this country in order to try and 

achieve their own dreams. 

2 READER #2 To help both Americans and people all over the world 

achieve their dreams, the United States has developed 

many of the world's top colleges and universities.  The 

United States has a very diverse higher educational 

system. 

3 READER #1 Here in the city of New Orleans, one of the most 

prestigious educational institutions is Tulane 

University. 

  Tulane University was founded in 1834, originally as a 

medical college.  In the early history of New Orleans, 

there were many tropical diseases that caused much 

misery.  Tulane was founded in part to train doctors and 

researchers to help solve the medical needs of the city. 
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1 READER #2 Tulane gradually developed into a major research 

university.  As it grew, it added courses in business, 

architecture, and the liberal arts.  However, Tulane is 

still an important college in the United States for the 

study of public health issues and medicine. 

2 READER #1 Another important university in the United States is The 

California Institute of Technology.  This college is 

often known simply as “Cal Tech.”  It is a top world-

ranked college that focuses mainly on science and 

engineering.  It is located in the city of Pasadena, 

California. 

3 READER #2 Many people are familiar with the name of Harvard 

University. Harvard was founded in 1636, making it the 

oldest university in the United States.  In fact, since 

the United States did not declare independence until 

1776, Harvard University is actually much older than the 

United States itself!  Harvard is located in the state 

of Massachusetts. 

4 READER #1 These universities mentioned are only a few of the many 

excellent schools that allow the United States to train 

citizens and non-citizens alike with an excellent 

education to help them prepare for a future of their own 

choosing. 
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1 READER #2 Regardless of which university you might attend, one of 

the important lessons taught in America’s colleges is 

the ability to think critically.  Americans believe that 

being able to reason out problems and think critically 

is an important part of an American civic duty. 

2 READER #1 American citizens believe an important part of 

maintaining their freedom and equality is developing the 

ability to learn how to reason and debate issues.  

Although some observers may think that Americans simply 

argue about anything, most Americans respect those who 

can argue about a subject in a reasonable manner. 

3 READER #2 Whether you wish to become a doctor, a lawyer, a 

librarian, own a small business, or run for public 

office, an education in an American university can be a 

good place to start in order to achieve these dreams. 

LESSON FIVE:  GOVERNEMENT ORGANIZATION IN AMERICA 

4 READER #1 To help all citizens achieve their dreams, the United 

States government exists to manage the nations’ 

resources and empower its people.  The government’s 

authority is based on the Constitution of the United 

States of America, which was put into effect in May, 

1789.  The three parts of the U.S. Government are the 

executive, legislative and judicial branches.  Each 

branch works independently of the other two, and each 
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has its own responsibilities.  This system is in place 

to ensure that no branch can carry more power than the 

other. This idea is called the ‘separation of powers,’ 

which was written into the Constitution. 

1 READER #2 The executive branch is the branch that most people are 

familiar with.  It includes the President of the United 

States, the Vice-President, and the cabinet.  The 

President is the leader of the country and is the 

commander-in-chief of the U.S. military.  The Vice-

President is second-in-command and will act as President 

if the President is taken seriously ill or dies, 

resigns, or is removed from office.  Members of the 

cabinet act as agents of the U.S. President, and carry 

out the duties they are entrusted with. 

2 READER #1 The legislative branch of government consists of the 

House of Representatives, and the Senate.  Together they 

form the Congress, which can levy and collect taxes, 

mint money, and establish federal courts.  The Congress 

can also declare war, and raise and support the army, 

navy, and air force to protect the country.  The House 

of Representatives has 435 members, and the Senate 

consists of 100 senators, with two from each of the 50 

states.  Any new law must be approved by both the House 

of Representatives and the Senate. 
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1 READER #2 The judicial branch is entrusted to apply the laws 

created by the legislative branch of government.  The 

judges of the judiciary have the power to interpret 

laws, and also to declare them unconstitutional.  A law 

that is declared unconstitutional would be nullified, or 

declared unenforceable.  In addition, the judiciary has 

the power to create lower courts under the Supreme Court 

of the United States.  It works closely with state 

courts, although they are separate entities. 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 3 

  Answer the following questions to see if you were able 

to follow along with the dialogue.  The answers will be 

listed at the end of the transcript. 

 1 From what source does the US government receive its 

authority? 

 2 How many parts of the United States government are 

there? 

 3 What are the jobs of the President? 

 4 For a new law to be approved, what two bodies must pass 

it? 

 5 How many senators are there in the US Congress? 
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 6 What is the branch of the government that interprets 

laws? 

LESSON SIX: IMMIGRATION IN THE UNITED STATES 

1 READER #2 The United States celebrates its history as a nation of 

immigrants but, immigration in the United States today 

is a complex topic. 

2 READER #1 Today, the entire country seems engaged in a lengthy 

discussion on immigration.  This discussion has had a 

significant impact on the political process. 

3 READER #2 The issue of immigration has proven to be a topic of 

controversy in the 2016 Presidential election.  Since 

the founding of the United States, millions of people 

have come from different countries in search of a better 

life and opportunities.  Immigration laws, however, are 

always changing and are not easy to understand - even by 

those who create these laws. 

4 READER #1 The confusing legal situation leads to many people 

coming into the U.S. without proper legal status.  While 

some people call immigrants who come and stay in the 

U.S. without the proper papers "illegals," there are 

many consider this term offensive.  A more acceptable 

term "undocumented" has begun to be used, since people 
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living in the United States without proper status do not 

have the correct legal documents. 

1 READER #2 It is estimated that there are more than 11 million 

undocumented people in the Unites States.  While some 

people say there is never a good reason for immigrants 

to be undocumented in the U.S., one of the primary 

reasons is that there are yearly limits on the number of 

permanent residency cards issued.  Permanent residency 

cards permit immigrants to work in the United States and 

to take advantage of many, but not all, of the rights of 

citizens.  These permanent residency cards are also 

called “Green Cards” for their color. 

2 READER #1 In addition to a limit on the issuance of Green Cards, 

there are also long waiting lists, up to 14 years in 

some cases, for people coming from certain countries, to 

apply for legal status in the U.S. 

Additionally, there are only a limited amount of work 

visas, or permits, for people coming into the U.S. with 

manual labor skills.  Millions of undocumented people 

have been deported, or sent back to their country of 

origin under President Obama. 

3 READER #2 In 2013, the United States Senate passed an immigration 

reform bill.  The law adds extra border security along 
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the border between the United States and Mexico, and 

also makes it easier for immigrants to become citizens.  

The bill, which has yet to be approved by the House of 

Representatives, has not yet been presented or voted on 

by Congress.  Because of this, many are asking President 

Obama to take action to protect some of the 

undocumented, many of whom have been in the United 

States for many years and have children that are U.S. 

citizens. 

1 READER #1 The issue of how to manage a large population of 

undocumented immigrants in the United States, as well as 

to manage a future incoming population, has divided the 

main political parties, and the main political 

candidates, for president in the United States. 

2 READER #2 Some candidates for president of the United States have 

publicly suggested building walls around the borders of 

the country, to keep out undocumented immigrants.  

Although this seems like an extreme idea, there are few 

citizens who genuinely would wish to see such a wall 

built. 

3 READER #1 One area of common ground most political candidates have 

agreed on is that there must be an orderly and legal 

method of screening new immigrants to the United States, 
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and that the system must include both checks and due 

process for all.  Most candidates think that this system 

must make a distinction between two different groups: 

those undocumented immigrants who have lived in the 

United States for many years, and those who are only now 

applying to come to the United States. 

1 READER #2 Some candidates have suggested that undocumented 

immigrants who have already lived in the United States 

for many years should not be forced to return to their 

home countries, and then reapply to enter the United 

States.  Instead, they suggest that these immigrants are 

given a legal status at once.  This concept has become 

known as a “path to citizenship.”  Although this “path 

to citizenship” is very attractive to most immigrants, 

neither the Congress nor the President has yet shown 

that they would create such a plan. 

2 READER #1 Even though political candidates continue to argue about 

what plan should be used to handle immigration, nearly 

all candidates agree that a new plan must be created.  

American citizens have pointed out that many years of 

have gone by without any meaningful reforms.  As both 

Congress and the President have delayed in enacting 

immigration reform, the backlog of individuals waiting 

for court hearings has only grown. 
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3 READER #2 Few people think that there will be any changes in US 

immigration laws until after the 2016 Presidential 

Election.  Whoever is elected the next President of the 

United States will likely have to work with the Congress 

to shape the immigration laws of the future. 

 

 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 4 

  Answer the following questions to see if you were able 

to follow along with the dialogue.  The answers will be 

listed at the end of the transcript. 

 1 What is term is being used to describe people in the 

United States without proper legal status? 

 2 What is the common term for a US permanent resideny 

card? 

 3 About how many persons are believed to be in the United 

States without proper legal status? 

 4 What is an extreme example of an idea to stop 

immigration into the United States? 

 5 What term is used to describe a means of permitting 

people who have been in the United States for many years 

to stay in the US? 
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 6 Who is likely to be an important person in deciding 

future immigration laws? 

CONCLUSION 

1 READER #2 We hope you have enjoyed today’s first program in WRBH’s 

new English as a Second Language series.  This program 

is designed to provide listening exercises for those 

wishing to improve their English language skills and 

literacy. 

2 READER #1 Podcasts of this program may be found at Soundcloud.com, 

the Apple store, and via our website, www.WRBH.org.  

WRBH’s English as a Second Language Resources are 

located on its website under the Resources tab by 

clicking on ESL.  On our website you can download 

transcripts of each program to follow along with the 

text and practice your speaking along with your readers. 

3 READER #2 We welcome listener feedback so that we may continue to 

improve upon our English as a Second Language 

programming.  Please send your comments to 

LISTEN@WRBH.ORG or nolarotary@gmail.com. 

4 READER #1: Join us next week for another program in WRBH’s English 

as a Second Language series.  This program is made 

possible by WRBH 88.3 FM and the Rotary Club of New 

Orleans Riverbend, with the support of a grant from the 
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Rotary Foundation.  For more information, please visit 

www.wrbh.org or www.nolarotary.org. 

5 READER #2 Today’s program has been a production of WRBH.  Today’s 

volunteer readers were: 

6 READER #1: ______________________ 

7 READER #2: ______________________ 

8 READER #1 Goodbye! 

THE END. 
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ANSWERS TO LISTENING EXERCISES 
 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 1 

 1 Where was Anastasia born? 

  San Francisco, California. 

 2 What language did she speak with her parents? 

  Russian. 

 3 What country is Hector from? 

  Honduras. 

 4 Why does Hector wish to improve his English? 

  To improve his ability to work. 

 5 Where are Cindy’s parents from? 

  Vietnam. 

 6 What kind of businesses does Cindy’s community run? 

  Restaurants and bakeries. 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 2 

 1 How many colonies did America have when it fought its 

War of Independence? 

  13 

 2 Why were American colonists angry at Great Britain? 
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  They had to pay taxes without any representation. 

 3 What color uniforms did the British wear? 

  Red. 

 4 What cities in Massachusetts did the first battles take 

place in? 

  Lexington and Concord. 

 5 Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and John Adams 

together wrote what document? 

  The Declaration of Independence. 

 6 What type of shows are popular on July the 4th? 

  Fireworks. 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 3 

 1 From what source does the US government receive its 

authority? 

  The Constitution of the United States. 

 2 How many parts of the United States government are 

there? 

  Three – Executive, Legislative, Judiciary. 

 3 What are the jobs of the President? 

  To lead the country and be the Commander-in-Chief of the 

military. 
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 4 For a new law to be approved, what two bodies must pass 

it? 

  The House of Representatives and the Senate. 

 5 How many senators are there in the US Congress? 

  100 

 6 What is the branch of the government that interprets 

laws? 

  The judicial branch. 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 4 

 1 What is term is being used to describe people in the 

United States without proper legal status? 

  Undocumented immigrants. 

 2 What is the common term for a US permanent resideny 

card? 

  A “Green Card”. 

 3 About how many persons are believed to be in the United 

States without proper legal status? 

  11 million. 

 4 What is an extreme example of an idea to stop 

immigration into the United States? 

  Building a wall on the US borders. 
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 5 What term is used to describe a means of permitting 

people who have been in the United States for many years 

to stay in the US? 

  A “path to citizenship”. 

 6 Who is likely to be an important person in deciding 

future immigration laws? 

   The next President of the United States. 


