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A M ESSAG E 2015 Annual Report

As the Executive Director of WRBH and a supporter just like you, I'm happy to report

that 2015 brought us many positive changes. We are upgrading our recording studios _
to improve the volunteer experience, we added an additional fundraiser — The Out of Letter from Natalia

Sight Women’s Tennis Tournament — and we are continuing to expand relationships
throughout the community. Through these developments, the organization you support

is that much closer to supporting itself so your contributions will go farther.

About Us

Your support of WRBH Reading Radio means the world to us. It doesn’t matter whether
your donation is large or small — we put every penny to good use, making sure that the

blind and print impaired receive current information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 52
weeks a year. 2015 Events

With your support WRBH fills a major human service need throughout southeastern

Louisiana and southwestern Mississippi, empowering a traditionally overlooked and Info graphic
underserved segment of our population — the blind and print impaired, alleviating the
isolation that can come from a lack of current information. I always like to quote Helen
Keller as I believe her words perfectly sum up the mission of our station:
Donors
“The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision.”
Thank you for having the vision to support WRBH. Partnerships

Natalia P. Gonzalez
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ABOUT US

"WRBH's mission is to turn the printed word into the spoken word so that the blind and print impaired
can receive the same ease of access to current information as their sighted peers.”

WRBH 88.3 FM is a non-profit reading radio
station dedicated to providing thoughtful,
informative, and entertaining programming that
enriches the lives of listeners. Over 150 volunteers
donate their time and talent each year to make
the station’s 24 hours of programming, 365 days
a year, possible.

WRBH began as the dream of New Orleans
mathematician Dr. Robert McClean, who himself
was blind. His vision? To create a reading radio
station that would operate on the FM dial rather
than on a sideband frequency that requires a
special radio. He sought to improve the lives
of blind and visually impaired individuals by
providing programming with current information
and content that encourages cultural, educational
and emotional enrichment. In 1975, Dr. McClean
began leasing airtime from WWNO and renting
studio space from Lighthouse for the Blind in New
Orleans. His efforts expanded in 1982 when he
purchased the 88.3 FM signal, officially making
WRBH the first 24-hour reading radio station for
the blind in the United States.

Looking to make a long-term commitment to its
listeners, in 1994 WRBH purchased a 4,000 square
foot 19th century Victorian building on famed
Magazine Street and moved into its permanent
home.

In2000, the station expanded its reach by offering
live audio streaming via the Internet and most
recently added a library of on-demand podcasts
onto its SoundCloud page.

In 2014, WRBH partnered with HEROfarm, a New
Orleans based marketing and public relations
firm, to rebrand the organization and to redesign
its website, making it fully compatible with
screen reader software.

WRBH.org’s streaming allows the blind and
visually impaired not only in the New Orleans
region, but also all over the world to have the
same ease of access to current information as
their sighted peers, and creates a convenient hub
of resources.

Today, WRBH remains the nation’s only full-time
FM reading radio service in the US and is one of
only three such stations in the world.

What does WRBH do?

The majority of information in print and on the
Internet is inaccessible to those who cannot read.
For the blind and print impaired community, this
lack of access to information can increase their
sense of isolation, lower their standard of living,

and become a serious obstacle in everyday life.
WRBH seeks to keep everyone equally informed
by providing access to news and information,
promoting cultural enrichment, and encouraging
mental and emotional independence for the
blind and print impaired.

WRBH offers a wide variety of programming
including local and national news, best-selling
fiction and non-fiction books, magazine articles,
children’s books, event calendars, health
programs, “The Writer’s Forum” hosted by Sherry
Alexander and David Benedetto which provides
an opportunity for authors to discuss their work,
“Public Affairs” with host Lyn Koppel who focuses
on community organizations and ongoing local
issues, and grocery store ads, as well as shows
geared toward Latino, Haitian, and Vietnamese
communities. This programming is available 24
hours a day, 365 days a year thanks to over 150
dedicated volunteers who donate nearly 5,000
hours annually.

Additionally, WRBH produces several in-house
shows including “Charlie’s Music Show” where
host Charles Smith interviews musicians of all
genres, “The Writer's Forum,” which provides
an opportunity for local authors to discuss their
work, and “New Orleans by Mouth,” a culinary
interview show moderated by Amy Sins.
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WRBH and the New Orleans Community

ABOUT US

Who listens to WRBH?

WRBH’s goal for the New Orleans community
and beyond is to engage, energize, and empower
its listeners through access to information and
entertainment. In service of this goal, WRBH has
been recognized with several awards including
a Proclamation of Recognition for 30 Years of
Service from the City of New Orleans in 2012, the
1999 Governor's Media Award, the 1998 Mayor’s
Medal of Honor, and in 1990 was named the
257th Point of Light by President George Bush, Sr.

To further its outreach in the community,
the station collaborates with the following
organizations that share common goals or serve
the blind and print impaired in other ways:

Lighthouse Louisiana serves the blind
and  visually impaired community by
providing quality products, services, and
opportunities  for independence. ~ WRBH
refers listeners to their services and
supports their organization through PSAs.

Blinded Veterans Association promotes the
welfare of blinded veterans so that they may take
their rightful place in the community and work
with their fellow citizens toward the creation
of a peaceful world. WRBH participates in their
annual expo and supports them through PSAs.

New Orleans Filipino-American Lions Club
refurbishes used eyeglasses for the needy. WRBH
acts as a drop off spot for used glasses and
supports them through PSAs.

Entergy: Since 2009, WRBH has partnered with
Entergy to broadcast “Going Green,” which edu-
cates listeners on environmental issues and en-

ergy efficiency. Entergy underwrites the program,
while WRBH generates the educational content.

Ben Franklin High School: WRBH partners
with Ben Franklin High School during “Hogs for
the Cause,” a fundraising festival that provides
aid and relief of those variable expenses and
economic burdens which families face while their
child is being treated for pediatric brain cancer.
Ben Franklin High School’s Student Council
Members volunteer with WRBH at the event.

Young Leadership Council: WRBH partners
with the Young Leadership Council (YLC) to
broadcast “One Book One New Orleans.” YLC
spearheads the campaign for literacy, which
calls on residents to share the experience of
reading the same book each fall. WRBH records
and broadcasts an audio recording of the book.

The Big Read, a project of the National
Endowment for the Arts, supports community-
wide reading programs that encourage reading
and participation by diverse audiences. Southern
Food and Beverage Museum acts as host, and
WRBH records the book and advertises the
program.

Dawn Busters Kiwanis Club is a local chapter
of an international organization of volunteers
dedicated to changing the world one child and
one community at a time. Dawn Busters is the
largest club in the Greater New Orleans Area,
with over 90 active members. Dawn Busters
generously supports the station through in-
kind contributions and by volunteering at WRBH
events.

WRBH’s target audience includes the blind and
illiterate as well as individuals who are unable
to read due to illness, spinal cord injuries, eye
muscle damage, learning disabilities, lack of
access to print media, and loss of vision due to
age. While the majority of reading services for
the blind use mechanized voice software, WRBH
is the only organization providing this variety
of programming via the human voice thanks to
WRBH’s dedicated volunteers. This makes WRBH's
programs particularly of interest to the newly
blind or those who have experienced vision loss
due to age, since it can take several years for the
untrained ear to become accustomed to the speed
and cadence of the mechanized voice software.

In addition, WRBH’s content is also of interest
to the general public, who tune in to listen to
the news, event listings, best-selling fiction and
nonfiction books, short stories, magazine articles,
and an array of programs encouraging cultural,
educational, and emotional enrichment.

Since 2000, WRBH has served blind and print
impaired people all over the world by making
audio streaming and podcasts available free of
charge over the Internet. Additionally, WRBH
has operated as an FM radio station since 1982.
WRBH’s terrestrial broadcasting power is 25,000
watts, making the station’s FM signal available
across a 90-mile radius stretching over Hancock
County, Mississippi and the following Louisiana
parishes: Orleans, Jefferson, St. Tammany, St.
Charles, St. John, Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, St.
Bernard, and Plaguemines.
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LISTENER IMPACT

111,425 Individuals served
per week on average 8,760 Hours of Annual
Over 175 Volunteer Readers Programming

Lounting the ways '.'nu make US poss{(b!e

WRBH is the ONLY M Readmgﬁ
Radlo Station. i in thF Umted States

61 Unique Weekly
Programs EE
l = \ Broadcasting 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, 52 weeks a year

Over 100 Publications Read
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OUR DONORS 2015 Annual Report

$10,000+

The Brown Foundation Letter from Natalia

The John and Madge Dicks Fund/The Reily Foundation
Entergy Charitable Foundation

About Us

Mrs. Marla Garvey
Ms. Margie Kollis

Mr. James Lazare 2015 Events

Mrs. Myrtis L. Nims
The Edward Wisner Donation

Infographic

$5,000 - $10,000 $2,500 - $4,999
Hash House Harriers The Cinque Group Donors

Humana. Inc. Entergy Corporation

The Eugenie & Joseph Jones Family Foundation ExxonMobil Fou"dat'on. _
The Harper Family Foundation Partnerships
Mr. Paul J. Leaman, Jr. Hogs for the Cause
The Gustaf W. Mcllhenny Family Foundation The Luther and Zita Templeman Foundation

Mr. Dalton L. Truax, Jr.
Board and Staff
GiveNOLA Day
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$1,000 - $2499

OUR DONORS

$500 - $999

Mr. Brent Barriere and Ms. Judy Barrasso
Mr. and Mrs. Pat W. Browne, Jr.
Mr. Jon Burroughs
The Joseph M. Costello Fund
Eastland Holdings
Mr. J. Donald Garvey
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Glaser
The Greater New Orleans Foundation
Iberia Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Rader Jackson
LSU Health Sciences Center
The McEnery Company
Mr. Douglas Meffert
The Mitchiner-Gittinger Family Foundation
Ms. Nancy Dozier Murray
New Orleans Silversmiths
RAIN ClI
Rotary Club of Metairie
Rotary Club of the Westbank
Southern Eye Bank
The Salmen Family Foundation
The Patrick F. Taylor Foundation
Touro Bouligny Neighborhood Association
True Title, Inc.
Wagner, Bagot & Rayer LLP
Mr. Mark Winter

Ms. Kay deMange Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Borne
The Carol B. & Kenneth J. Boudreaux Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Braun
Mr. & Mrs. Brian T. Butcher
Mr. Michael DePetrillo
Couch, Conville & Blitt LLC
The Coughlin-Saunders Foundation
The Fenner French Foundation
Mr. Cameron C. Gamble
Ms. Maureen Heaslip
Ms. Adrea D. Heebe
Ms. Angela Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Houck
International Coffee Corporation
The Kabacoff Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Larry LaHoste
Lemoine Company, LLC
Ms. Fay Neal
NOLA Apartments
Mr. Gus M. Pelias
Perfect Union Lodge #1
Mr. David Radlauer
The E.V. Richards, Jr. Foundation
Mr. J. Kenneth Saer
Ms. Catherine Burns Tremaine
Ms. Lindsey Wands

2015 Annual Report
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2015 Events

Infographic

Donors

Partnerships

$250 - $499
Mr. Julius Cain Ms. Jane S. Gwyn Marrero Land & Improvement-Association, Ltd. Mr. W. Henry Shane, Jr. Board and Staff
Mr. and Mrs. Billy E. Crawford Ms. Debra Holtz Mr. William A. Mindak St. Clare Monastery
Mr. David C.W. Curtis Mr. Barry Hurlburt Mr. David Miner Mr. Thomas J. Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. Blair Favrot Mr. Dwayne Littauer New Orleans Asian American Lions Club Dr. Nathan Wexler
Mr. and Mrs. George Freeman Mr. Daniel Meyer Mr. Rene G. Reque .
! Y | GiveNOLA Day
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2015 Annual Report

OUR DONORS
$101 - $249

Ms. Christina M. McCrosky
Mr. Jason Morgan
Mr. Thomas O'Keefe

Ms. Annette Allen
Mr. Gary Blumenthal
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Browne Il

Ms. Natalia P. Gonzalez
Ms. Deborah Grant
Dr. Steven Holtz

Ms. Linda Stewart
Ms. Jane Sumner
Mr. Richard Voorhies Il

Dr. Karen Bruggers
Mr. Stewart P. Butler
Ms. Marta Calleja

Ms. Courtney Jackson
Mr. C. Gordon Johnson
Mrs. E. Douglas Johnson, Jr.

Plauche, Maselli & Parkerson LLP
Mrs. Magda G. Pelias
Mr. Rene G. Reque

Jones Walker LLP
Mr. John Weinmann
Ms. Nell G. Wiederspahn

Letter from Natalia

Mr. Charles Lane
Mr. Barry LeBlanc

Mr. Lloyd Campo
Mr. and Mrs. Hardy B. Fowler

Ms. Sandy Rosenthal
Mr. Rob Siegel

Ms. Gayle T. Wykle
Ms. Mary K. Zervigon

Up to $100

Ms. Melanie P. Ahern
Mr. Michael Albracht
Ms. S.L. Alexander
Ms. Lauren Allen
Ms. Kate Archer
Ms. Vicki Arroyo
Ms. Julie Arseneau
Ms. Karen Babin
Ms. Dara Baird
Ms. Maria Baisier
Mr. Anderson Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Balkan
Mr. Don Banning
Mrs. Verlyn B. Barbier

Mr. & Mrs. N Buckner Barkley, Jr.

Ms. Beverly Barry
Ms. Jaymi Baum
Mr. L. David Benedetto Il
Ms. Charlene Berry
Mr. Ronald Biava
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Boh
Ms. Peggy Bohn
Ms. Jolie Bonck
Mr. George D. Bond
Mr. Carl Bonura
Ms. Linda Bordelon
Mr. Sherman Boughton
Ms. Christina Bright
Mr. Richard Britson
Mr. David Browning
Ms. Ann Burka
Ms. Marianne Burns
Ms. Marianne Burns
Ms. Louise M. Byrne
Ms. Christina Cahalan
Ms. Jane Casbarian
Mr. Ulysses N. Case Il
Ms. Inez Hale Cassimere

Ms. Myrna Cassimere
Mr. & Mrs. John Cerise
Ms. Katie Clark
Slidell Lioness Club
Mr. Donald Costello
Ms. Jean R. Cranmer
Ms. Bernadette D'Souza
Ms. Kirsten Darbyshire
Mr. Robert J David
Ms. Jean Davidson
Ms. Laura Devitt
Mr. Kenneth Donze
Mr. Thomas Doty
Shea Drake
Ms. Marlane C. Drake
Mr. John M. Duck
Ms. Milena Duplantier
Ms. Nancy Eaves
Mr. Fred Ebel
Mr. Joseph Escandon
Mr. Julian B. Feibelman, Jr.
Mrs. Marry Ann Ferro
Ms. Kelly Fischer
Ms. Susan Flinn
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Flynn
Ms. C. Kirk Fogarty
Ms. Michelle Fonseca
Mr. Ron & Mrs. Sally Forman
Ms. Betty Founds
Mr. J.E. Frickey, Jr.
Ms. Pam Friedler
Mr. Reuben Friedman
Miss Katherine Gage
Mr. & Mrs. Henry A. Garon
Mr. & Mrs. Gasperecz
Dr. & Mrs. Errol Genet
Ms. Jacqueline Gold
Ms. Kitzi Goldman

Ms. Cindy L. Gomez
Ms. Jennifer Grigsby
Ms. Martha Gruning
Mr. Jeffreya Guice
Ms. Diana Guidry
Ms. Elizabeth B. Guidry
Mr. Glenn Guilbault
Ms. Heather Haebe
Mr. Kenneth W. Hall
Mr. Carl Hanemann
Ms. Elaine Haney
Ms. Martha Harris
Ms. Henriette Harris
Ms. Juanita T. Herndon
HEROfarm
Ms. Charlotte Himel
Ms. Shawn Holohan
Ms. Sarah Holtz
Dr. Janet Hood
Ms. Maureen Hughes
Ms. Cheryl James
Mr. Scott Jefferson
Mr. Charles B. Johnson
Mr. Shaun Johnson
Ms. Mary H. Joseph
Ms. Susan H. Jumonville
Ms. Cosette West Kaufman
Ms. Ann Kennedy
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kurtz
Ms. Nicole Laan
Mr. Jeffrey LaHoste
Ms. Baty Landis
Ms. Kathleen Langan
Ms. Alice Lastrapes
Mr. David Lawton
Ms. Claire M. Leaman
Mr. George Leaman
Mr. Clyde H. LeBlanc

Ms. Cecile M. LeBlanc
Mr. John Sullivan
& Ms. Sandra Levick
Mr. Donald Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lody
Ms. Claudia Lynch
Ms. Irene Mackenroth
Madisonville St. Tammany-
Chapter 5408 of AARP, Inc.
Ms. Emily Mase
Mr. Frank Maselli
Mr. Sanford Maslansky
Mr. Dominic Massa
Mr. Winston Matherne
Mr. Peter A. Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Mayer Il
Mr. & Mrs. Charles McKinley
Ms. Josie McNamara
Inner Wheel Club of Metairie
Rabbi Barbara Metzinger
Mrs. Sandra Moise
Mr. Lu Molino
Mr. Phillip Mollere
Ms. Kathryn Montgomery
Mr. David Moorad
Ms. Marian Moore
Mrs. Louise T. Morgan
Mr. Sundance Morgan
Mrs. Joel Myers
Dr. Andrew Nakamoto
Ms. Margaret Ann Newman
Ms. Natasha Noordhoff
Mr. John Norris
Mr. Daniel S. Norton
Ms. Susan Norwood
Mr. Jeremy Nusloch
Mr. William J. Oberhelman, Jr.
Dr. Mark Odom

Ms. Naomi Orlansky
Ms. Sara Orton
Mr. Christopher Osburn
Ms. Lisette Oser
Ms. Sophia Pappas
Mr. Alfred Parker
Ms. Erin Parkinson
Ms. Helen Rose Patterson
Ms. Flora St. Pe
Ms. Georgia Pelias
Ms. Jeanine Pender
Mr. Henry A. Penedo
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Perez
Mr. Kale Perrien
Ms. Adrienne Petrosini
Mr. Andrew Reck
Ms. Rose Reid
Mr. George R. Reitmeyer IIl
Ms. Andrea Ribando
Ms. Jillian Richman
Ms. Rosemarie Robertson
Ms. Rebecca Roniger
Mr. & Mrs. Andre Rubenstein
Mr. Tim Ruppert
Mr. Brian Sands
Ms. Barbara Sands
Ms. Mimi Schlesinger
Ms. Helen Schneidau
Ms. Karen Scott
Ms. Nancy S. Silbert
Ms. Nancy Silbert
Mr. Scott R. Simmons
Ms. Stacy Simonton
Mr. Jeffrey Singer
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel W. Skelton
Mr. Charles Smith
Mr. Z.E. Smith
Ms. Brenda Smith

Ms. Nancy Smith
Ms. Charlotte A. Soyland
Dr. Martin A. Spindel
Ms. E. Alexandra Stafford
Mr. & Mrs. Harry C. Stahel
Mrs. Carol P. Staiano
Mr. Jordan Stewart
Ms. Rachel Stickney
Ms. Kacie Stillings
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stone
Mr. Henry Teles
Mr. James Thomas
Ms. Gwendolyn Thompkins
Ms. Judith Z. Thorne
Mr. Myles Conway
& Ms. Laurie Tillmans
Ms. Yoko Toda
Ms. Charlotte Travieso
Ms. Katrina Turillo
Mr. & Mrs. George G. Villere
Mr. Timothy Vogel
Ms. Kathleen Vogel
Ms. Yvonne M. Vonderhaar
Mr. Harry Wadsworth IlI
Mr. S.L. Ward
Mr. Gary A. Remer
& Ms. Toni L. Weiss
Dr. Jayne Weiss
Ms. Sibyl M. White
Mr. Casey Willems
Mr. Duane Williams
Ms. Tina Freeman
& Mr. Philip Woollam
Ms. Alice Wright
Mr. Clifford S. Wright
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PARTNERSHIPS

Tubby and Coo’s

WRBH partnered with Tubby & Coo's Mid City Book Shop during 2015 to
produce a fifteen-minute weekly podcast on book news in New Orleans
and Beyond. Store Owner Candice Huber and her business partner Rob
Harrison record in WRBH's studio and a new episode is released every
Wednesday on the station's SoundCloud page.

New Orleans Public Library

One Book One New Orleans

The Young Leadership Council’s One Book One New Orleans project is a
campaign for literacy and community that calls on New Orleans residents
to share the experience of reading the same book at the same time every
fall. WRBH participates by recording and airing the book on 88.3 FM and
promoting OBONO events throughout the reading season’s duration.

The NOPL provides extended loans on books for WRBH's volunteers to
read, as well as advanced reader’s copies of new books.
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BOARDS

2015 Annual Report

2015 Board of Directors 2015 Advisory Board
Brent Barriere Larry LaHoste Don Banning Letter from Natali
Sherman Boughton, Treasurer ~ Paul J. Leaman, Jr., Secretary Haydee E. P. Bazan
Joy Braun, Chairman Donald Lewis A. Peyton Bush, I About Us

. James A. Caillier
Jon Burroughs Doug Meffert, President

Hardy B. Fowler

Lloyd Campo Daniel Meyer, Vice President Constance G. McEnaney 2015 Events
Bernadette G. D'Souza David Radlauer
Mike DePetrillo Charles Smith Infographic
Cathy Glaser Dalton Truax, Jr.
April Golenor Lindsey B. Wands A
Jennifer H. Grigsby Jayne S. Weiss, MD
Angela Hill
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O U R STAFF 2015 Annual Report

Natalia P. Gonzalez, Executive Director
Natalia graduated from Tulane University with a degree in history and received Post-Baccalaureate Secondary

Certification from the University of New Orleans. She previously worked as an Office Manager and Program Director Letter from Natalia

at large organizations. Natalia has been with WRBH since 2002, starting in the position of Director of Development
before being promoted to Executive Director.

FTOR About Us

Tim Vogel, Program Director

Tim received a Bachelor of Sciences degree from Pennsylvania State University in 2004. He worked at a commercial
sports station in Eastern Pennsylvania before moving to New Orleans. Tim was hired at WRBH as a Studio Engineer in

2015 Events

2009 and has since been promoted to Program Director.

OXR Infographic

L. David Benedetto, Assistant Program Director and Marketing Director

David received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Louisiana State University in 2013. He worked as Music Director,
Production Director, and Station Manager of KLSU in Baton Rouge. David was hired at WRBH as a marketing lead in Donors

2013, and has since been promoted to Marketing Director and Assistant Program Director. David also hosts WRBH's
“The Writer’s Forum”and “Audio Portraits.”

SOCR Partnerships

Sarah Holtz, Development Director
Sarah graduated from Macalester College in Saint Paul, Minnesota with a degree in American history and French in Board and Staff

2013. She worked as General Manager of WMCN in Saint Paul and in the communications department at Minnesota
Public Radio before relocating to New Orleans. Sarah was hired at WRBH as Development Director in February of 2015.

GiveNOLA Day
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GIVENOLA DAY

'pn.‘.l.‘.... ™

ONE DAY TO
GIVE AS ONE

GiveNOLA.org

TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2016

Midnight to Midnight

hosted by:
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